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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF LITTLE OUSEBURN,  

KIRBY HALL & THORPE UNDERWOOD PARISH COUNCIL 
held on 9th September 2024 in the village hall at 7pm 

 
Present: Cllrs. D Smith (Chairman), C Bligh, A Sheldon. A Kennerley (clerk) L Powell, G Jackson, R Pursaud two 
members of the public. County Cllr. A Warneken (7.10pm)  
 
24/27 To receive apologies for absence: P Smart, D Lloyd (24/33). 
 
24/28 To approve to co-opt Linda Powell onto the parish council to represent Thorpe Underwoods. Approved 
 
24/29 To receive declarations of disclosable pecuniary interest on any matters of business. Cllr. Bligh 24/09 
ZC24/02379/PBR 
  
24/30 To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 23rd May 2024. The minutes were approved and signed as a 
correct record.  
 
24/31 To note the resignation of Cllr. J Hawkins from the Parish Council. LOPC expressed its gratitude for the work 
she had done during her time on the parish council. The Proper Officer has received insufficient requests from 
eligible electors for an election to fill the casual vacancy in the allotted time period and the PC can now co-opt.   
This item was discussed at the end of the meeting to allow 24/32 and 24/33 to take precedence.  
 
24/32 Public Participation: We aim to allow approximately 15 minutes for comments and questions.  
A resident expressed concern regarding a possible breach of planning at the dog park, in regards to it being used 
for glamping and as a campsite. Traffic has increased considerably down Back Lane over the summer, especially at 
the weekends. Clerk to report, giving as much evidence as possible (social media, photos etc.). County Cllr. 
Warneken asked to be copied in to all correspondence. 
 
24/33 To receive a report from Graeme Jackson and Rebecca Pursaud (Great Ouseburn school), following the 
meeting held on 25th July at GO Village Hall to discuss the purchase of Lot 6 of the Kirby Hall Estate (Townend 
Field).  
Townend Field resides across both Great and Little Ouseburn Parishes. The main aims of purchasing the plot are: 

• The preservation of the land and visual aspect of Townend Field from potential development.  

• To provide space within the area for a school playing field, so the children of GO school can enjoy the 
benefits of open space, Forest School activities, sports and recreation and maintain their health and well-
being at school.  

• To provide footpath access to the land for villagers whilst maintaining and enhancing the wildlife habitat, 
wetland area and agricultural use. 

• R Pursaud added that extra buildings had been built to accommodate an increase in school numbers to 
almost 100, which in turn had reduced the playground size. A playing field would improve the curriculum 
and enable the school to host sporting fixtures and add a natural environment to the school. 

A core working group of 9 people has been formed, who are volunteering their time, skills and experience. They 
intend to form a company to become a legal body and open a bank account, which will become a Community 
Benefit Society – 1 share per member.  
Once this is up and running then they can receive donations.  
The group has had a meeting and phone conversation with the agents to formerly express an interest in purchase. 
Fortunately, there is more time than was originally the case, due to planned development of Kirby Hall farm which 
would require an offset in biodiversity.  
Significant provisional financial pledges have been received following the meeting attended by 136 people in July 
and many more promised when further details are available. 
£6000 is needed for legal fees. The plot will go to the highest bidder. The cost of purchase is not known as 
dependant on whether a planner is interested, which would vastly increase the price. 4 - 6 houses could be built 
along the roadside coming into GO but not on the other areas. As yet, they are not aware of any planners being 
interested.  
The parish council thanked Mr Jackson and Ms Pursaud for their time and approved to contribute in the future. They 
did, however, state that reserve funds were very low but would look to include a donation when setting the precept 
next meeting.   
 
24/34 To receive a report from County Councillor Warneken. 
County Cllr. Warneken would like to set up a path keeper scheme across all 12 parishes. A reduced budget means 
the paths are no longer maintained as regularly by NY Paths. The scheme would involve volunteers offering to 
maintain public footpaths and stiles under the umbrella of the parish councils. Clerk to contact the villagers to see if 
there is any interest.  
Condition of footpaths in the village. The clerk had reported these, with photos. County Cllr. Warneken offered to 
chase this up. A member of the public at the meeting offered to send more photos for evidence.  
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Home2School transport – NYC approved to offer free transport only to a child's nearest school rather than any 
suitable school in their catchment area, regardless of authority boundaries.  
Divisional boundary changes underway to create wards of approximately 4500 residents per councillor. 
The Examination of the New Settlement (Maltkiln) Development Plan Document (DPD) hearing commences with the 
planning inspectorate next week. The bordering parishes are speaking at the hearing both as a coalition and 
individually. Considerable time has been given by some parish councillors preparing the responses.  
A revised planning application of the Caddick Group Maltkiln town has been submitted. Deadline for responses 16 th 
October. LOPC urged to respond, perhaps reinforcing comments made by Kirk Hammerton PC. 
Speed reduction B6265. This is still on-going. County Cllr, Warneken suggested the PC continue to lobby NYC 
Highways and include him in any correspondence.  
 
24/35 Finance:  

a) The cash book, bank balances and reconciliation plus payments and receipts since last meeting were 
circulated prior to the meeting.   

Date   Description Paid In 
Paid 
Out Balance 

    BALANCE 23-05-24     7098.15 

29/04/2024 DPC Zurich Insurance   352.94 6745.21 

31/05/2024 CHG Bank Charges   0.70 6744.51 

31/05/2024 DD Data Protection   35.00 6709.51 

03/06/2024 DPC LOPC donation to Churchyard grass cutting   164.00 6545.51 

20/06/2024 BAC NYC Urban Grass Cutting 37.94   6583.45 

26/06/2024 DPC Clerk’s wages Q1   763.92 5819.53 

28/06/2024 CHG Bank Charges   1.75 5817.78 

31/07/2024 CHG Bank Charges   1.05 5816.73 

            

    BALANCE 09-09-24     5816.73 
 
 
24/36 Planning – a) To note decisions made by LOPC and NYC since last meeting and at the meeting:                       

ZC24/01753/PPV Prior notification for the installation of solar 
panels on farm building roof, West Sleeper Farm, Sleeper Lane 
Little Ouseburn York North Yorkshire YO26 9TL for Mr Peter 
Bielby 

A: The Parish Council has no objections. 

 

NYC – PRIOR APPROVAL NOT REQUIRED 

24/00168/PR15 The Old Vicarage Main Street, Little Ouseburn 
ALLEGED BREACH: Formation of access onto Back Lane 

NYC- “Back Lane is a single-track road which is 

an unclassified road – new entrances onto 

unclassified road do not require planning 

permission, therefore at present there is no 

breach of planning, and the case is closed.” 

ZC24/02143/PDAS Enlargement of dwelling house by 
construction of an additional storey under the Town and Country 
Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 
2015 (as amended) - Schedule 2, Part 1, Class AA 
LOCATION: Moss Hill, Moss Hill Lane, Thorpe Underwood for 
Ms C Taylor 

 

 

 

 

NYC-APPROVED 

ZC24/02796/FUL Proposed external alterations inc. the 
addition of windows and Juliet balcony to side 
elevation, 2 oak framed open porches, 2 brick bay 
windows, solar panels, rooflights and a flue with 
internal alterations. Moss Hill Farm, Moss Hill Lane, 
Thorpe Underwood for Ms C Taylor 

(Discussed at the meeting.) 

 

D: The Parish Council supports the application 

ZC24/02379/PBR Prior notification for conversion  
of agricultural building to form one dwelling. 
Croft Barn, Back Lane for Mrs C Bligh 

A: The Parish Council has no objections. 

ZC24/02398/FUL Erection of agricultural building 
for storage of straw and area of hardstanding to link 
building with existing yard. Carlton Farm, Frank 
Lane, Nun Monkton for Nun Monkton Estate 

A: The Parish Council has no objections. 
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24/37 VAS Update: The clerk wrote to the owners of the property outside which the proposed additional pole was to 
be erected. In response, it was made clear that they did not wish this to be implemented. An alternative site needs 
to be considered. Due to time constraints, this is to be put on the next agenda. 
Data obtained from April to beginning of July shows that the average speed over 30mph has gone down from 
41mph in April to 38mph in May and 37.5 so far in July, which compares favourably with the speed survey that was 
done in 2023 before the VAS was installed.  
The PC has moved the VAS to face the other direction to compare speeds (7.9.24).  
 
24/38 Recycling Thorpe Underwood update: Following the disappearance of black bins and non-collection of 
recycling, L Powell met with the Operation Team of NYC on site 8th July 
Thorpe Underwood was surveyed and it was agreed that there is a perfect turning area in the car park by The Nook. 
Recycling bins may now be put on the verge by the houses in Cuddy Shaw, the continuation of Tippets 
Lane. Regarding the two houses on Moss Hill Lane, Morsel House has agreed to let the recycle wagon turn in its 
yard which is larger than the Cuddy Shaw car park, where the refuse wagon turns without any problem.  This 
eradicates the need for a collection point. 
It is fair to say that there have been a few teething issues in this implementation, mainly due to operators not being 
informed of the new system. Hopefully, this will be a smooth operation going forward.  
Many thanks to Cllr. Powell for her efforts in dealing with this matter.  
  
24/39 Clerk’s notes (need no approval)   

1. The NYC aboreal officer inspected the trees outside Broomfield Cottages and said there wasn’t an issue 
regarding crowding. The smaller tree will grow towards the light (phototropism).    

2. The poor condition of the footpath on Main Street, especially at the B6265 end of the village was reported 
to highways with supporting photos 05.06.24. Clerk to chase up (24/34) 

3. Clerk instructed its PC contractor to trim the weeds obstructing the public footpath behind Main Street (NYC 
responsibility) as it was becoming impassable. 

4. Keep North Yorkshire Clean – anti-littering campaign. Notices have been placed by LOPC on behalf of 
NYC where possible.  

5. On more than one occasion, the overgrown sightlines at junctions onto the B6265 have been reported to 
NYC as a matter of urgency. Clerk had to involve County Cllr. Warneken and the Traffic Management 
officer of North Yorkshire Police to help solve this issue.  

6. Following the last meeting, another request to NYC to clear the gullies along Main Street and Church Lane 
was made with supporting photos 19.6.24. Clerk to chase up in conjunction with County Cllr. Warneken, 
who will get in touch with the officer in charge of gully cleaning.  

7. Broken gate on Public Bridleway Route No.15.133/7/1, Thorpe Underwood (CAMS:72846) has been fixed. 
8. The water leak on junction of Church Lane/Boat Lane reported to Yorkshire Water 3.7.24 
9. The Ash tree with die back at the end of the junction of Main Street was reported to NYC 19.7.24. The tree 

was diagnosed at being at stage 1 of the disease, with no action required until it reaches stage 3.  
 

24/40 To retrospectively approve the letter of objection regarding the proposed increase in toll charges on Aldwark 
bridge. Deadline for responses was in August so approval initially made via email as it was deemed important to 
object. Approved 

 
24/41 To note correspondence received and circulated by the clerk. 

1. Bulletins and updates from NYC and 20’s Plenty circulated.  
2. Relevant information sent out on the residents’ email 
3. Parish Liaison/Boundary Commission parish sector briefing 29.8.24 

 
24/31 It was approved to co-opt Peter Smart onto the parish council for Little Ouseburn. The relevant documents 
are to be signed as soon as possible and NYC informed.  
 
24/42 The next meeting will be on 25th November at 7pm in the village hall.  
The meeting closed at 8.45pm 


