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	Minutes of Wicken Bonhunt Village Meeting

	Date: Wednesday 1st November 2023
	Venue: Wicken Bonhunt Community Centre in St Margaret’s Church.

	Parish Committee. Joan Morgan Chair, Gary Newman Secretary and Treasurer, Richard Taylor Community Champion, Anthony Rogers Highways and Neighbourhood Watch, Cliff Nash

	Attendee’s:
Approximately 25 attendees

	Apologies.
	Carol Collins, Richard Taylor, Kath Taylor, Anna Arend

	Guests.
	County Councillor Ray Gooding, Edward Oliver

	Greetings & apologies
	Joan Morgan opened the meeting by thanking all attendees and noting apologies.

	Endorsement of Committee Members

	Joan Morgan stated that no committee nominations had been received and therefore all the committee members were duly re-elected.
Joan also gave a year’s notice that she will no longer be Chair of the Parish Committee and a new Chair will need to be found by April 2024.



	Finance Report
	Gary gave a summary of the village finances.

Aside from the Precept (£2,000) the village received £200 from the Edward Oliver’s community fund.

Outgoings were £700 for the Coronation bench and £200 towards the Coronation foods.

The village account is currently £3,794.89 in credit.
A full breakdown of the 2022/2023 annual financial audit report can be found on the village web site. www.wickenbonhunt.org.uk.

	
	

	Wicken Bonhunt Community Centre (WBCC)
	Peter Jordon reported that negotiations with the Church regarding the lease are progressing and an application to the Charities Commission, will be submitted in the new year.
Quotations for the installation of Solar Panels have been collated and an order is expected to be placed just before Christmas.

It is now possible to book events in the WBCC via a new online booking site. Eventually payments will also be taken on line and credited directly to the WBCC bank account.

There will be a gradual change to the running of many of the regular village events from the PCC to the WBCC committee. Anyone wishing to volunteer or have fund raising ideas should contact any member of the WBCC committee.

	
	

	Highways Road Repairs, Traffic signage and Speed & Neighbourhood Watch
	Everyone is urged to report any pot hole in the village via the UDDC website.
There is no date from highways on the painting of the speed limits at either end of the village and speeding remains a major issue.

“Cindy”, our speed watch mannequin has had limited success, so anyone wishing to join the village speed watch team please contact Anthony. The commitment is one week in a month every six months and is weather dependant.
Hare Coursing is an illegal activity and Essex police have asked for anyone seeing Hare Coursing in progress to call 999.

If anyone sees and suspicious activity in the village please contact Anthony.



	Ray Gooding
	Ray gave a high-level overview of Essex County Council spend covering:

· Adult Care - Increasing costs

· Social Care in general is taking a larger proportion of the annual budget

· Education - some schools are oversubscribed but others are closing.


	Edward Oliver
	The local plan has now been submitted and Wicken Bonhunt has been excluded but everyone is encouraged to view and comment on the plan which is available on line at the UDDC website.

The five acre between Wicken and Arkesden is not included in the plan.

Additional houses are proposed for both Clavering and Newport, leading to additional traffic speeding and congestion.



	AOB
	The poor condition of the verges at the bottom of Rickling Road is a cause for concern as they have been neglected by Essex highways for many years.
The development of the three houses in Ricking Road has been paused due to lack of funding.

Raves at the “Herb” farm continue to disturb Wicken residents but the council seem powerless or not interested in taking any action.

	
	

	Date of the next village meeting
	To be confirmed
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