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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF LITTLE OUSEBURN,  

KIRBY HALL & THORPE UNDERWOOD PARISH COUNCIL 
held on 11th February 2025 in the village hall at 7pm 

 
Present: Cllrs. D Smith, A Sheldon, L Powell. A Kennerley (clerk), County Cllr. A Warneken. 
25/01 To receive apologies for absence. Cllr. C Bligh 
 
25/02 There is a vacancy on the parish council for Little Ouseburn, which can now be filled by co-option. It was 
approved to co-opt Jonathan Slight onto the parish council.  
 
25/03 To receive declarations of disclosable pecuniary interest on any matters of business. None 
  
25/04 To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 21st November 2024. The minutes were approved and signed 
as a correct record.  
 
25/05 Public Participation: No members of the public present.  
 
25/06 To give an update on the purchase of Townend Field by the Upper Ouse Conservation Trust, following a 
meeting held on 4th February in Great Ouseburn Village Hall attended by Cllr. Smith. 
The Upper Ouse Conservation Trust (UOCT) needs to raise £300k to purchase the field. It is the preferred 
purchaser and the vendors have agreed that they will not seek higher bids from prospective investors who would 
seek to develop the land if the trust can pay the asking price by the end of February. 
So far, £66K has been received and all original pledges need to be made good.  
More information can be found on the website and how to become a trust member (£5) 
There are plenty of grants available for improvements, bio diversity, woodland maintenance, wetland support etc. 
but none of these bodies offer any grants to actually purchase the land.  
In addition to preserving the field from development, part of the land is to be leased to Great Ouseburn village 
school as playing field. More information can be found at https://uoct.org.uk/ 
 
25/07 To receive a report from County Councillor Warneken. 
NYC full council meeting on Friday with an aim of cutting £22m in spending next year. County Cllr. Warneken has 
asked for an inventory of all assets over £100,000, with a view to possible sale in an attempt to release more funds. 
The Locality Budget is also under review with a possibility that this may be scrapped or reduced.  
Once again speeding on B6265 has been raised at local surgeries. County Cllr. Warneken has some ideas on traffic 
calming that might be possible and clerk to arrange an on-site meeting with Heather Yendall (NYC improvement 
manager, Highways and Infrastructure) 
 
25/08 Finance: The cash book, bank balance and reconciliation were circulated prior to the meeting 

  Description Paid In Paid Out Balance 

  BALANCE 20.11.24     4805.17 

CHG Bank Charges   0.35 4804.32 

DPC Clerks Wages Q3   763.92 4040.90 

CHG Bank Charges   0.70 4040.20 

DPC Donation UOCT   350.00 3690.20 

CHG Bank Charges   0.35 3689.85 

  BALANCE 11.02.25     3689.85 

 
25/09 Planning – To note decisions made by LOPC and NYC since last meeting and those that need a decision.                        

24/00362/PR05 LOCATION: Land Comprising Woodland At 444899 461150 
Carr Lane, Little Ouseburn ALLEGED BREACH: Change of use of agricultural 
land to residential. 

NYC on-going No further 

updates 

24/00380/PR15 LOCATION: Land Comprising Woodland At 444941 461058 
Carr Lane, Little Ouseburn ALLEGED BREACH: Potential unauthorised 
hardstanding PLANNING REF: 22/01676/FUL 

NYC on-going No further 

updates 

ZC24/03007/FUL Change of use of agricultural field to a 5-caravan camp site  
a permanently located motor home, information shed, bin storage, washing 
facilities, polytunnel, storage containers, and the planting a small wood. Land 
Comprising Field At 444900 458692 Rudgate, Whixley for Mr Tim Rennie 

NYC- Permission Refused  

ZC25/00238/FUL New oak framed porch, replacement window with bay 
window, re-siting of sun tunnels to south elevation, additional window to east 
elevation, replace window with door into garage and construction of oak 
framed carbarn. Internal alterations. Broadlands Bungalow Main Street Little  
Ouseburn for Ms Z Rhodes 

B: The parish council has no 
objections 

https://uoct.org.uk/
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25/00030/PR15 120 Main Street Little Ouseburn ALLEGED BREACH: 
Potential unauthorised advertisements 

NYC on-going No further 
updates 

 
25/10 Clerk’s notes (need no approval)   

1. The poor condition of the footpath on Main Street, especially at the B6265 end of the village was reported 
to highways with supporting photos 05.06.24 No updates but lack of funds makes a resurface unlikely 
(£14,000 a metre). Clerk to ask LOPC contractor if the paths can be cut back as was done previously at the 
other end of Main Street. 

2. Broken gate on public footpath back of Main Street, reported to NYC Paths 10.10.24. Clerk to ask LOPC 
contractor for a price to install a new post (gate in good condition) as it seems unlikely NYC will repair in the 
near future.  

3. The poor condition of Tippets Lane, Thorpe Underwoods was reported to Area6 18.10.24. The reply 
“Location under investigation. Engineers are aware of road condition but once again, it seems that lack of 
funding will prevent a resurface, which is required as the road has subsided.  

4. Following a toll review application to the Department by the Aldwark Bridge Toll LLP to revise toll charges, 
the Secretary of State has decided that a local Public Inquiry can be held. An independent Inspector has 
been appointed to hold the public inquiry which will commence at 10am on Tuesday 18 March 2025 at The 
Galtres Centre, Market Place, Easingwold. 

5. Wildflowers around the notice board. It was agreed that this was a good idea and would improve the area 
especially for the Open Gardens. Seeds and possible plug plants to be sourced and LOPC contractor 
informed once planted so the area is left uncut.  

6. Metal surround on the planter on the green needs repairing and polishing. Councillors to action. 
7. It was suggested that a working party be arranged for end of March to get the village tidy in time for the 

Open Gardens on 18th May. Clerk to ensure the verges are trimmed a few weeks before and that NYC cut 
the Green outside Broomfield Cottages.  

8. Abandoned vehicle on Main Street to be reported to DVLA 

25/11 To note all relevant correspondence received was circulated by the clerk to the PC, including the North 
Yorkshire Council Parish Liaison updates and the residents’ email where appropriate. 
 
25/12 To agree date and time of next meeting be in May – possibly the 22nd.  
 
The meeting closed at 19.56 
 
 


