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Chairman- Sue Parham

Your Committee

The committee exists to serve the club
to look out for the clubs interests and
to make decisions on behalf of the clubl reasurer- Edgar Playfoot

and its members. Press Officer- Luke Bridges

Each committee member has volun-  Social Secretary Amy Bridges
teered and been elected by the mem-

bership at the AGM

Vice Chairman John Hawkins

Secretary- Lisa Chilver

Jack Ruler

: : Greg Emmerson
We are your committee, if you would
like a point raised, either write/email toMike Chilver
Tom, or talk to one of us and we can paurice Knott

raise an issue on your behalf. ) .
Martin Parham President

Cover photo: Harry on Andyods Cl ass
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Lukeds Spot

ltés that time of year again when Sund
and the club gets busier than the winter season.

Having said that, itds been quite a go
Play days on Saturdays with Fish and Chips seems to be popular and go down w
and | hope with the warmer longer evenings, running will continue later into the

dar k. Personal l vy, I really enjoy the S
scouts night, whereas the Saturdays are generally easier to get to. The other bo!
is that we start early and finish late so members come and go during the day wh
ever their time permits, some come just for evening grub, some just to play in the
mornings and from the feedback 1 dve he

This got me thinking, with more opportunity to play and run more for fun than
ever, would there be interest in themed running days or Sundays?

For instance an electric day, a 3 1/ 26
day? Not to the exclusion of anything else on those days, but just to emphasise
those themes? Come chat to me if you have other ideas of things to do as well.

Phot os want ed! |

These newsletters are MUCH more interesting when
filled with photos of goings on at the club, write ups of

visits to other clubs or just what members are getting

up to in the hobby. PLEASE send me anything you thin
fits the bill- even pen and paper notes are fine to type

up!

But photos are probably the easiest thing

Join our members page ddcebook.com/groups/Maidstonemes
And like our public page dtacebook.com/maidstonemes
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facebook.com/groups/Maidstonemes
facebook.com/maidstonemes

At the park

Thankyou Chris!

The committee wishes to thank Chris Hawkins for his time on the commit-

tee and everything he has contributed over the many years. Chris has decid
ed for personal reasons to step down from the committee as of February
2026. Chris has been a committee member for many years and was instru-
mental in setting up the new membership system, club wifi, repairs and
maintenance to the steaming bay signal and gantry amongst many other
things including our IMLEC. Thanks for your time Chris and we hope to con-

tinue seeing you at the club.

General Works- Maurice Knott & Mike Chilver

New heaters have been ordered and repairs to the compressor made

Public Running Greg Emmerson & Lisa Chilver

It was agreed that on Easter Sunday and Easter Monday this year our dona:
tions would go the Osteoporosis Charity as we have three of our members
who suffer from Osteoporosis.

Safety- John Hawkins

There is a concern about driver incidents. It was agreed that Lisa would kee
a Spreadsheet with details of loco incidents that would regularly be reviewec

by the Committee.
Permanent Way Greg Emmerson & Mike Chilver

Greg along with Marie and Kevin had cleaned the steaming bays and per-
formed a track wash. Greg said he would be starting on cleaning the trolleys

soon.



Fuel & Club Locos John Hawkins

Enterprise: recently passed its annual steam test.

Doris: boiler test in March 2026, before new running season starts.
Frenchie: Has had a full winter servigall working.

Gertie: has had its engine replaced, generator and drive motor fitted and fe

approaching a test run at the club prior to repaint.

Rolling Stock Amy & Luke Bridges

All annual inspections have now been carried out, but a new summary she
has not been printed as yet.

All trollies that are not in piec
avail able for play time use, Tomd
due to the gap cover needing attention or replacement.

Jack and Pat have been beavering away making great progress on the clu

bogie rebuilds with replacement wheels, axles and bearings.

Household and CateringSue Parham & Pat Riddles

Nothing to report, all going well

Social Secretaryamy Bridges

The club lunch was a great success with all but 2 places filled. Places filles
very quickly and enjoyed on the whole by all.

We have a number of club visits available to see emails and calendar on

the back.
Projects- Luke Bridges

Work on a refreshed scheme for siding extensions, garden railways and
ground level have taken a new direction based on recent discussions and
feedback ready to prepare a full outline planning application for everything
get planning feedback as quickly as possible.
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1 SUBSCRIPTIONS I

Subs are nowoverdue, if you
have not already renewed,
please make every effort to do
SO or risk your membership
being terminated.

In any case, please make

contact with Edgar if you have

not yet renewed.




BOILERTESTING

Boiler testers

Martin Parhand 07802 366777

Tom Parham 07754 281280

Edgar Playfodt07598 783540

Bernie Whité& 01634 841899

Witnesses

Luke Bridge® 07445 030434- luke.bridges@gmail.co
Christopher Hawkids07463 504013

John Hawkin@ 07578 969229
Chris William8 07710 716381

NOTE - Boiler testers and witnesses take this on

voluntarily and for the benefit of the club and its

members.Please arrange beforehand and

DO NOT rely on just turning up and

hoping they are available.

REMEMBER - Either two testers, or a tester and
witness from the above lists are required.




CLUB VALENTI NEOGS DA
14™ February 2026 Rita Williams

The weather was kind again for our
shine, and blue sky. Thank you to all members helping with putting out anc
putting away all the safety equipment, everyone helping with making tea /¢
coffee, washing up. Thank you to Amy for cooking all the lovely treats;
thank you to Lisa for ordering all the evening meals; thank you Luke for
collecting it; thank you to Lisa & Jules for giving out all the meals.

Everyone had a wonderful day looking forward to the next one; great to
see Paul Rolleston walking well after both replacement knees.

Chris Williams 15xx Speedy
Tim Brinsley Conway

Andy Nash Br Std 2

Kevin Tinklin Frenchie Club
Mike Chilver Canadian Pacific
Lisa Chilver Shunter

Mike Chilver Blue Shunter
Graham Ashby 15xx Speedy
Les Whitehead Flying Scotsman
Luke Bridges Polly Trojan

Great to see
long time me
ber Paul
Rolleston back
to the club
again




ing new parts. Great to see it running once again.

Also seen here with Alan Wood, Sue Goodes and James Wood

~ Left- Tim Brinsley {8
with a Conway fro =8
' Romney club.

nght— Andy Nash,
| a joint Maidstone

£ ber with his red
g Class 2
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Left-Ri chard on the Mikeds Br
Right- Chris Williams with his Speedy

Les Whitehead with his head turning A3
ing Scotsman

Editor - These club pl ay
being well attended with a good variety of
locos and members out to play!

As we get into the warmer and lighter

evenings maybe we will see more and

more staying and running later into the
= darkness of the park.
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From the MMES archives, 20 years ago

5 MAIDSTONE MODEL
ENGINEERING SOCIETY
NEWSLETTER 2005

Charles takes to the track after a successful boiler Paul and his mum Iris take Paul's 8F
test of his Polly (built by the late Frank Deeprose), for & run before public running starts
watched by Graham

on the track fully

I'he difference a few weeks make: Dave’s U-class at boiler test, watched by Roy, in March, and
completed and painted in early May, with Dave and his wife Sheila




NOTICES

Please remember to attach the dog leads to the
first trolley into each row in the shed. This saves
someone having to crawl through the shed to
retrieve a stuck trolley

Has anyone accidentally got some of the clubs
coupling bars, chains or pins in their workshops o
toolboxes? A number have wandered off recently
leaving the club short

Passenger drivers are reminded to not unload unti

fully alongside the concrete and fence and ask

passengers to stay on u
area. The bank gets slippery and wet easily and
risks people falling into the locos, trains and
possibly the concrete beams and obstructing
following trains.

All drivers are reminded that they CAN, at their
own discretion move up to the steaming bay signa
if at RED to allow another train to be loaded. Also
note that AMBER is okay to pass but at caution.
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-Mot? Park
“Miniature Railway

Parking Reminder

As a reminder to all that we do have extensive parking next to the
paved road beyond the underloading ramp (circled in red above).

This paved road has a turnaround beyond the tree and provides
parking away from the public station areas on a busy running day.

We are very much on a use it or
bushes and plants will grow out further and encroach on the area,
likewise the paved road will become more grass like than it appear
currently.

The image above is summer 2025, compare that to the grass growt
in less than a year and it becomes obvious that we need to use it tc

keep it.

This keeps your cars away from the public and children at the stati

13



BURSTING WITH PERSONALITY

MMES Club Clothing now available to order online!

Need to know more? Ask us your questions at:
info@titchdesigns.co.uk

Check out the whole
collection at:
www.titchdesigns.co.uk
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WEBSITE: www.titchdesigns.co.uk
EMAIL: info@titchdesigns.co.uk
PHONE: 01795 470781

FoLLowus: (@) [ @ W

BURSTING WITH PERSONALITY

WHAT WE OFFER:
o Personalised Embroidery

o Bespoke Clothing & Embroidery
o Corporate & Club Clothing
o Alterations and Repairs
o A whole range of Clothing, Homeware,
Accessories, Birth Announcement Gifts
& Teddies!

BESPOKE
CLOTHING &
EMBROIDERY
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MEMBERS DAY
7™ March 2026- Rita Williams

The weather was very cloudy, grey but no rain, great to run steam or elec-
tric engines, approximately thirty plus members turned up. Members with-
out engines offered a drive from co

Richardés birthday, cakes brought i
lasted for Sunday. Run into the evening, ordered taken by Lisa, Fish «
chips Sausage & chips, Burgers; Luke kindly collected orders from Bearste
Fish Bar.

Thank you to everyone who helped with catering, coffee, and teas, washing up;
thank you to all that supported with signs, equipment, trollies, getting out and put-
ting awayp

Chris Williams Black Five

Harry Godding 3 W6 9F

Edgar Playfoot 3 J6 Rob Roy
Andy Nash Br Class 2

Mike Chilver Shunter Upminster Brick Works
Lisa Chilver Shunter Fred

Les Whitehead Jubilee

Tyler Palmer Big Red Simplex

Brian Remnant De Winton

Steve Baxter Class 20

David Fellows Iris

Chris Aird B1

Alan Wood D11

Luke Bridges Polly 6

<R - | Luke Bridges Polly 6
@moMarjorie Eve




Right Andy Nash with

Br Class 2










*i Left- Alan Wood and wife Kirsty
‘on the D11

iz
Below Lisa having Evelyn cuddl




ng some

Another great running day was had
by all, apologies if | missed you out
of the photos, trying to arrange
them to fit pages isn't easyEditor
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