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Cha*rman. Teasurer,
J. Payne. , C. Edwards. , Swee- ... P. Roots.
, 38, Oxford R4, ' 43, Church R4, 97, Torbridge Rd,
Maidstone, Tovil, Nr Maidstone, Maidstone,
Kent. Kent, Kent,.
Clulb Notice Board

CLUB SOCIAL EVENING., In response to requests at the A.G.M., a Club social
evening is to be arranged, This will be held on the
29th March at 7. 30 pm, in the usual room at the Fountain Inn, Due to the cost
- of hiring the room and the fact that "eats" are being provided, there will
be a charge of 2/ 64 per person, A programme is being arranged for this
meeting, so please support us in this new venture, See you at the above
place at the above time on the above date!l

\ PARK ACTIVITIES, Tracklaying is mow underway on the repaired sections

' up the Park, The new beams have been levelled, and
“some club members will very scom be suffering s reccurance of " Srewdr: ver
Twitch", a disease first moted in our Public Relations Officer, while thc rew
extention was beigg laid, Please help to keep his twitches to a mininum.
Every Sunday morning finds a few of us somewhere around the track or the
conpound,

CLUB RUNNING DATES. While on the subject of the park, would merbers

please note the running dates for this season, If
“the sbove activities are brought to a sucessful conclustion, the traclk wiil
open for Public rumning on' ‘Sunday 15th April, and comtimue on the 1st & 3ril
Sundays in each month, until 20th Octeber. On Bank Holiday weekends, the piblile
running day will be the Mondsy and mot the preceeding Sunday. There will
be an additiomal public rumning session on the evening of the Town Carmival
o The public will be carried up until 7.30pm, after which there will be a
T "Sovelcue" for menbers and friends.
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C3ub Notice Board, (con‘timed).

NEW MEMEER, We welcome a new member to our midst, Mr,Brian Harris, Brian

5s reputed to be building (dare we say it?)- a diesel. It should
be very useful.

PAPK ENTRANCE FEES, Maidstone Borough Council are again imposing a 1/~ ver
car entrance fee to Mote Park at Bank Holidays and

waekends this year, but have agreed to a payment of £6 being made to the

¢ ub, This is to cover the fees paid by menbers when operating the track

on Sunday afternoonse

HARLINGTON RALLY., Club menbers have been invited to attend the 1968
"Harlington Rally", organised by the Harlington Locomotive
Society, Middleses. Thas will be held on the 24th and 25th August, It sounds
a very imberesting "do". There is a railway track for 34" & 5" gauges,
1140ft long, and there is to be an exhibition of models, and refreshments
will be availsble., Further details will be posted on the notice board in
the hut, Would anyone intending to attend please let me know as soon as
possible, as I have to comntact the Harlington Club regarding murbers.

SUBSCRIPTIONS Lest, but most certainly not least, will menbers please
note that subsriptioms are now due, and should be sent to
the Hon, Treasurer as soon as possible, '

CURTOSITY CORNER,

In 19412 the Russian Goverrment Railways provided a fully
cauipped leundry car on their trains carryimg the Imperial Troops. The
sech was completely fitted out, even to ironing boards and a disinfectorsd
The report concludes by saying that the coach was introduced to improve
sanitary conditions in the Russiasn Army,

TOR SALE,
3" Woden Metalwork Vice, £ . Please apply to Homn Secretary.




CHAIRMAN'S WATTER SPOY.

On July Sth, 1967, a letter was written to our then Secretary, Jack Revell,
wh> passed 1t to me and I duly replied to it on 28th August last.

If by now you are wondering what the oid fool is on about (mesning me, of
course!) I will expiain that the letter was from a Mr. P. J. D. Davis, the
President of The Maidstone lbdel Engineering Society, of NEW ZEALAND,
Hence the postal delay involved T

In his letter Mr. Davis gave the following information:-

"I am the President of a Society recently formed, having the

same name as yours. It was not until I wes reading some back
nuzbers of MODEL ENGINEER that I learned that there is, in fact,
snother Society with the same nams. As our Seciety was formed
in February, 1967, would you mind if we use the name? Then I
suggested the name MAIDSTOSE we were unaware that we might
infringe the copyright laws!

Qur Soclety has leased one and a half aecres in Maidstone Park
here for a multi~gauge railwsy and perhaps in the future a
boating pond. The track has been surveyed and engineering
drewings are ready. The length of the track is in excess of
1,200 feet and the local Lions Club is actually laying i%t.
They have been very active in raising the necessary funds.

We will srect, from revenus, the station buildings and club
rooms. Our membership is about forty and we endeavour to
cater for all aspects of model engineering. Iy own interest
is in miniature locomotives. I have twe; one is a 35" gauge
Gs v Re "County”, now about twelve years old, and I have
just about completed a %" gauge 'K! Class N. Z. R. loco-
motive, After a 4-6-0 the 4-8~4 seems to be rather a monster,
which I suppose it is, for 33" gauge, being six feet loug,
85" wide end 113" high, with a grate area of over 47 sg.ins.
The weigh®t, with fuel and water aboard, is about two hundred-
weights.

¥hen we commence running next summer (1968) I think we shall
have & useful group of passenger hesulers. As a Club project
we are building a petrol-electric locomotive in 5% gauge.

We are fortunate in having a beautiful site for our future
track; as a ‘backdrop” we have some beautiful natural bush
and in fromt are cricket pitches. The Superintendent of
Parks is a personal friend of mine end he will have the
entire site looking really uwnique when he has finished his
plaoning.

We heve quite a fair number of Engineering Societies in this
A Kal S by ) T

counbry. As a matter of fact I am a Founder Member of the

Hutt Valley liodel Engineering Society; <Their track is about

ten miles from here but the site lsaves much to be desired as

it is adjacent to the sea and is very exposed to every wind

that blows.

I would be very interested to hear from you eany details of
your Society and its activities.V

I replied to this letter, on behalf of our Society, giving him full
information about our activities and adding that we would be pleased to
hear from him again. On 23%3rd September, 1967, he wrote this further

letier:-

"Our New Zealand track is about the same shape as yours - turn
your track round and it IS the same!

Copiss of your letter were circulated at our last mecting and
members were extremely interested. 4 motion was passed ex~
pressing the hope that our two Societies could become closely
affiliated though, being as yet & young organisation, we
would have little to offer you immediately.

We hope to start worik on our track site soon. To date the
land has been waterlogged, following ten inches of rain last
month - deuble the average - but with hot sun end warm,
drying winds the area is drying out nicely.
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The radius of curves will be forty fect and on the seuth side
o. the track there will be a background of bush ahd pines, with
cricket pitches on the north side. In the same (northerly)
direction snd within a few hundred yards there is the main
reilway line between Wellington and Gisbourne. The particular
arca is the valley of the Hutt River, ¢ne end of which is
Wellingbon Harbour. At the castern end are the Tarauios
mountains, rising to over five thousand feet and snow~

covered during the winter months of June to August. Not far
awey is a rallway tumnel five and a half miles long.

To-day we had our portable track in use at a college gala

held not very far from here. My enginew as in steam for about
six hours snd ran very well. We shifted about three hundred
children, which we considered was not a bad effort.

I am sorry to say that in the North Island stcam locomptives
have almost disappeared, but in the South Islend they are
gtill very much to the fore. A month or so ago I had the
thrill of riding on the second locomotive of a double-
headed “"Special’ bound for Arthur's Pass in the Southern
Alps. The way thesc two 4~8~4 locos tackled the 1 in 50
grades with a heavy train was something I'1l never forget!
With booster, tractive effort is something over 30,000 1lbs.
If you so desire I could forward you at some later date a
recorcing we have made of these locomotives at work. ‘They
are extremely well recorded and the only thing lacking is
the smell!”

I replied to this letter and on 13th December last had a further one
Trom Mr. Davis:=

"On the 4th Novemboer, 1967, the Mayor of Upper Hutd

turned the first sod for the track. The vorkers shifted

so mach spoil that we had two five-cubic=-yard trueks

fully occupied. Concrete piers are now being erected

snd within the next week or so rail-laying should begin, )
but 1,200 feet scems a long wey to go, (Don't we know! Ed.)
particularly when the piers are at five-feet intervals.

Por our concrste work we use 'ready-mixed!, which arrives

in batehes of threc to five ecubic yards in a truck on

which is mounted & HUGE mixer; when that vehicle turns up
the scene is one of great activity.

In my last letter I mentioned that my Societywould like
some form of affiliation with yours; has that matter been
considered yet? In back numbers of MODEL ENGIWEER I have
seen some very interesting references to your track. I
suppose the winter has caused you to stop running. e
should just about manage to functbion all the year round,
with any luck. ¥We sometimes have some very sunny days
during the winter. Scagonal greetings to yourself and
your Society.®

Gyl ?d Jonunry this year I had another letter:-

"4 Happy Hew Year to your Society., I was very pleased

to reeeive your last letter just before Christmas.

e have been taking advantage of the fine weabther over

the holidays to carry out some track laying. We now

have about 340 feet in operation end commenced passenger
houling on January 6th. It hes been so hot that one day
the temperature in my workshop reached 92°F 1t This is one
of the reasons why I haven't bothered to lag my boiler,
apart from the extra work involved.

411 the signals and relays have beon purchased from the
Railways Deportment and as they are of the searchlight type
they should bg very satisfactory, particularly at night.

I hope to forward by surface mail some colour photos

of our railwsy, locomotives and surroundings. You

will noteothat the 'backdrop' of native troos roally

sebs things off. Also, if possible, I will send &
photograph of o locomotive that is being purchased for
preservation and will be seen not far from here. The
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“The Railways went £600 for it in full ruaning order,
You will be able to see for yourself that the 'K' Class
were magnificent locomotives, particularly when you
consider that they were built for 3£%, 6ins. gouge.

I have taken the precaution of fitting a fusible plug

in the firebox crown of my boiler. With learner

drivers in eur Society, this is essential! De you fit
them in your locomotives? I have never read of 'L.B.S,C.!
fitting them at all but I like to follow full scale
practice as far as possible.

I wes very sorry te hear of the damage that was done
to your track by the falling elm. TWe run on either
side of = huge poplar (it is a special type of poplar
which sheds, in season, a cobtbon-like substanceﬁ, so 1
hope we shall not be faced with the same problem.

We had a reporter from the Wellington 'Evening Post!

to seo us at the traek last Sunday and I will forward
you a copy of the article he produced, which was of great
benefit to our Society. To-day is a Public Holiday, so

I will load my loco inte the car soon, and have a steam-up.
I was up early this morning and got all my odd servicing
jobs done. I rsn for three to four hours yesterday, so
there was a great deal of rubbish in the smokebox; it
deesn't have to be ecleaned very often, as it is about
seven inches long, with an internal diameter of five
inches. ™

That wos the last letter to be received te date and I replied Yo it
as ful%gyszt
"On behalf of the llaidstone Model Engineering Society we would
be pleascd if the New Zoalend Maidstone Model Engineering
Society and ours were affiliated, the fee for such affiliation
to be the centinuing friendship of our two Societies. ™

This suggested affiliation was approved by our Council on 5th January,
1968.

I will keep you up to dabe with these "Natters’ as and when the

letters come in but, as you ean appreciate, the time lag with
eorrespondence, even by Alr Mall, to and from New Zealand, is quite
considerable. I have walted wntil I had 2 reasonsbly complete

picture to put to you, in the hope that it will be of interest to

all members. I did bring a shortened version of the letters to our
Annuel General Mecsting on February 16th, intending to read them, but as
things turned out I didn't think it would be fair on the few membors
present (29 out of a possible 68) to RAM DOWN THEIR THROATS ONE MORE
RATLWAY TRACK,

I say again thet I hepe these notes will be of interest to you all and
for newer members especially I should like to mention that in the early
days of our Society 1 have run Sid Longley's loco at all kinds of places,
mainly entirely en my own until Sid could leave his business to help.

I would put up the portable track on a Friday night, then run all day
on the Saturday, teke dovn the track at the end of the day and finally
stow it in Sid's garage until the next engagement. I spent one of my
annual holidey wevks running Sid’'s loco at our exhibition every day,
the nett result being 15/6d. for the Society. Another time I spent

a week of my annual holiday at one of our exhibitions, doing much the
same thing, and netted precisely 5/6d. for the Society. To be fair,
though, when we ren ot some ef the many outdoor fetes we did better.
Most of the money for our first permanent track was carned in this

way by Sid and his loco. Our Immediate Past Chairmen's firm also

hel @% in those carly days, by giving extended and interest-~free

eredi

Whon the track was complete in Mote Park, Mr. Rix's "Liberty”, Sid
Longley's loco and, later, the "Green Arrow" together brought in

cnough mongy to clear the dsbtb.

is T work six deys a weck (with all-night breskdowns as well, sometimss),
I do not have much spare time.

e now have one of the best and probebly the longest tracks in the South
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of England and, if we wish, we have a ready-made. Clubroom in Mote Park.
We already have mains supplics of water and eleetricity there and as
tine goes by I hope we shall have a workshop, with power tools for
moking any type of model.

I am hoping soon te have the existing Loco Shed enlarged, so that
we can move the passenger trucks and other impedimenta out of the
Clubraom and have that building available for the activities I
have mentioned.

¥e also have what is probably the finest miniature racing car track
in the country.

We could have other interests but it's up to you all to see what can
be done.

Tie mast first be finaneially sound, as an insurance azaingt the
future.

At the moment, the only money coming in is from members! annual
subseriptions (apff they're by no means all paid), from the "tekings”

at Mote Fark track on Sundays, Bank Holidays ( and sometimes Saturdays),
and from Viecs-Presidents! denations.

Just one more thing before the old feoel is finished:-

I have other interests as well as small locomotives, as a fow of

you know, such as oil painting, model ship building, 16 mm. cine projectors,
and, lastly, producing posters for our Society's motices. I have been
nattering on about the past +..... but I have not forgoetten the present

end the future. Thanks to the "Maids”, to "Liberty” and to certain

other five-inchers and threseand-half«inchers we are still able to keep
togother a Society of which I am proud to be Chairman.

Thanks for reading this. Think on,

A. H, W, (JACK) PAYNE.

PUBLICITY BLOKE!'S BACKCHAT.

Members will have seen clsewhere in this issue Tthat the "publie” running
days this season are vo be the same as last year, namely, the first, third
and, where applicable, fifth Sundeys in each month, with Bank Heolidays
substituted for the immediately preceding Sunday when necessary. Ab

the #. . M. tihere wore suggesbtions that it would be a good idea to

heve some days set aside for 3%” gauge locos only, so that when hauling
passengers they don't have to tear themselves and their drivers to bits
in trying not to hold up the five-inch jobs. The Council at its meeting
in February thought this was a very good ides and suggested that perhaps
the second and fourth Sundays in sach month might be ubtilised for this
purpese or, by prior arrangoment, perheps the drivers and owners of 5"
gougs locos could take a day or two off and act as stewards, water-boys
and what have you, instead. Sowif you're a threes-and-a~halfer, get hold
of your nearest Council member (or me) end give your views, before the
season really gets cracking. Don't just sit and think - DO somefut!

Another idea the Counecil is considering (and I hope I'm not freeing a
feline from o felt-lined container) is the holding of an Amnmal Dinner
in the ecarly outum of this ysar, probcbly in October. There might
oven bo & dance as well if we've got enouzh twisters (of the foot-
fiddling or terpsichorean variety, af course) to meke it possible.
Gussts would be welecome (essential, in fact, if the thing is Yo pay
its way) end the feminine variety would be highly desirable. “hat
dtyou think about THAT? Will you support it if it's arranged or

shell we be faced with the spectacle of the Chairman dancing with

the Honorary Treasurer?

And speaking of the Honorary Treasurer, have you paid your annual sub.
yot?  Don't forget, money is at least one of the Roots of all evil,
but we must have 1t!
Prilip G, Wallis.
Hon. Publicity Officer.
(If that's what I aml)



