
Donate

CURRENTS

NCAI: America’s History Must Include the Truth About Tribal
Nations

by Levi Rickert
July 16, 2026

NCAI: America’s History Must Include the Truth About Tribal Nations - Native News Online https://nativenewsonline.net/currents/ncai-americas-history-must-include-the-truth-about-tribal-n...

1 von 5 19.07.26, 18:53

The National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) on Wednesday criticized the White House’s Saving America’s Story report, saying it attempts to
rewrite U.S. history by minimizing the experiences and legal status of Tribal Nations.

In a statement, NCAI said the nation’s history cannot be told honestly by erasing the histories of Indigenous peoples or dismissing documented events
such as land dispossession, forced removal, genocide, assimilation policies, and the federal Indian boarding school system.

“The report overlooks a fundamental truth: Native Nations are not simply another cultural or ethnic group. Tribal Nations are sovereign governments
with a unique political relationship with the United States,” said NCAI Executive Director Larry Wright Jr.
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NCAI called on federal leaders, Congress, museums, educators, and the public to reject efforts to politicize Native history and instead support accurate
historical scholarship, Tribal consultation, Indigenous language revitalization, and implementation of the Federal Indian Boarding School Initiative
recommendations.

“As our nation commemorates the 250th anniversary of the United States, Americans deserve a complete history,” Wright said. “America’s story begins
with Tribal Nations. It cannot be told truthfully without us.”

Read NCAI’s statement:

The story of America cannot be told honestly by erasing or minimizing the histories of the original peoples of this land. Tribal Nations have existed
since time immemorial and continue to exercise their inherent sovereignty today. Any effort to reshape our nation’s history that ignores the experiences,
voices, and legal status of Tribal Nations undermines both historical accuracy and the government-to-government relationship recognized in the United
States Constitution, treaties, federal law, and centuries of judicial precedent.

The report dismisses or challenges well-established historical scholarship concerning Native American history, including the realities of land
dispossession, forced removal, genocide, assimilation policies, and the federal Indian boarding school era. These are not matters of political ideology
— they are documented historical facts supported by extensive federal records, Tribal oral histories, academic scholarship, and official findings of the
United States government itself.

For generations, Native peoples endured deliberate policies intended to remove them from their homelands, dismantle Tribal governments, suppress
Native languages, prohibit cultural and spiritual practices, and separate Native children from their families through the federal boarding school system.
The devastating impacts of these policies continue to affect Tribal communities today.

The United States has acknowledged many of these truths. Federal investigations into the Indian boarding school system documented widespread
abuse, forced assimilation, and the lasting intergenerational trauma experienced by Native families. These findings deserve recognition — not
dismissal.
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Similarly, discussions of land dispossession are not an attack on America; they are an acknowledgment of the historical processes through which the
United States expanded while entering into hundreds of treaties with Tribal Nations — many of which were subsequently violated. Honest history
recognizes that the United States and Tribal Nations share a complex history rooted in diplomacy, conflict, resilience, and survival.

“The report overlooks a fundamental truth: Native Nations are not simply another cultural or ethnic group. Tribal Nations are sovereign governments
with a unique political relationship with the United States,” said Larry Wright, Jr., NCAI Executive Director. “Native citizenship in Tribal Nations
exists alongside United States citizenship, a dual political status that reflects the enduring sovereignty of Tribal governments. This distinction is
foundational to the U.S. government’s relationship with Tribal Nations and should never be minimized or mischaracterized.”

Museums, educators, historians, and cultural institutions have a responsibility to present history grounded in evidence, scholarship, and the lived
experiences of the communities whose histories they interpret. Honest history does not weaken America. It strengthens our democracy by allowing us
to learn from the past, honor those who endured injustice, and build a more informed future.

“As our nation commemorates the 250th anniversary of the United States, Americans deserve a complete history — one that recognizes both our
country’s achievements and its failures. Patriotism is not built upon omission. It is strengthened by truth, accountability, and a shared commitment to
justice,” said Wright.

NCAI stands with Tribal Nations, Native scholars, educators, cultural leaders, survivors of the federal Indian boarding school era, and all who believe
that America’s story must include the voices of Indigenous peoples. Attempts to erase or diminish these histories dishonor not only Native communities
but also the nation’s own commitment to truth and democratic values.

The National Congress of American Indians calls upon federal leaders, Congress, museums, educators, and the American public to reject efforts to
politicize or revise the documented history of Tribal Nations. Instead, we urge continued support for historical scholarship, Tribal consultation,
Indigenous language revitalization, implementation of the Federal Indian Boarding School Initiative recommendations, and education that reflects the
full and accurate history of the United States.

“America’s story begins with Tribal Nations. It cannot be told truthfully without us.”
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