


-2- -7-

INTRODORY RITE

 

______________________________

ASCENSION OF THE LORD
INTRODUCTORY RITES

ANTIPHON Acts 1:11
Men of Galilee, why gaze in wonder at the heavens? This Jesus 
whom you saw ascending into heaven will return as you saw 
him go, alleluia..

GREETING
Priest:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
 and of the Holy Spirit.
All:  Amen.
Priest:  The Lord be with you.
People: And with your spirit.

The celebrant introduces the Mass.

PENITENTIAL ACT 
The celebrant asks the people to acknowledge their sins. 

After a pause for silence:

All: I confess to almighty God, 
 and to you, my brothers and sisters, 
 that I have greatly sinned 
 in my thoughts and in my words,
 in what I have done, 
 and in what I have failed to do; 
 And, striking their breast, they say:  
 

Priest:  Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles:
 Peace I leave you, my peace I give you:
 look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church,
 and graciously grant her peace and unity
 in accordance with your will.
 Who live and reign for ever and ever.
All:  Amen.
Priest:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
All:  And with your spirit.

Then is said:  
      Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
       have mercy on us. 
      Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
       have mercy on us.
      Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
      grant us peace

Priest:  Behold the Lamb of God, 
 behold him who takes away the sins of the world. 
 Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 
All:  Lord, I am not worthy 
 that you should enter under my roof, 
 but only say the word 
 and my soul shall be healed.
Holy Communion is now given.

CONCLUDING RITE

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION The people STAND
Priest:       Almighty ever-living God, 
   who allow those on earth 
   to celebrate divine mysteries, 
   grant, we pray, 
   that Christian hope may draw us onward 
   to where our nature is united with you. 
     Through Christ our Lord. 
All:  Amen. 

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL
Priest:  The Lord be with you.
People:  And with your spirit.

Priest:  May almighty God bless you,
 for on this very day his Only Begotten Son
 pierced the heights of heaven
 and unlocked for you the way
 to ascend to where he is.
People:  Amen.

Priest:  May he grant that,
 as Christ after his Resurrection
 was seen plainly by his disciples,
 so when he comes as Judge
 he may show himself merciful to you 
 for all eternity.
People:  Amen.

Priest:  And may you, who believe he is seated
 with the Father in his majesty,
	 know	with	joy	the	fulfillment	of	his	promise
 to stay with you until the end of time.
People:  Amen.

Priest: May the blessing of almighty God,
 the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
 come down on you and remain with you 
                 for ever.
People:  Amen.
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 through my fault, through my fault,
 through my most grievous fault;
 therefore I ask blessed Mary, ever-Virgin, 
 all the angels and saints, 
 and you, my brothers and sisters, 
 to pray for me to the Lord our God.

Priest:   May almighty God have mercy on us,
  forgive us our sins,
  and bring us to everlasting life.
People:  Amen.

KYRIE ELEISON 
Choir: Kyrie eleison.  
Choir:  Kyrie eleison.  

Choir: Christe eleison
Choir:  Christe eleison

Choir: Kyrie eleison.   
Choir:  Kyrie eleison.

GLORIA 
All: Glory to God in the highest, 
  and on earth peace to people of good will.
  We praise you, we bless you, 
  we adore you, we glorify you,
  we give you thanks for your great glory,
  Lord God, heavenly King, 
  O God, almighty Father.

  Lord Jesus Christ, only begotten Son, 
  Lord God, Lamb of God, 
  Son of the Father,
  you take away the sins of the world:
       have mercy on us; 
  you take away the sins of the world:
          receive our prayer;
  you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
  have mercy on us.

  For you alone are the Holy One, 
  you alone are the Lord, 
  you alone are the Most High, 
  Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
  in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

COLLECT
Grant, we pray, almighty God that we, who believe that your 
Only Begotten Son,our Redeemer, ascended this day to the 
heavens, may in spirit dwell already in heavenly realms. 
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
All:  Amen

LITURGY OF THE WORD

THE FIRST READING Acts 1:1-11   
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

	 In	 the	 first	 book,	O	Theophilus,	 I	 have	 dealt	 with	 all	
that Jesus began to do and teach, until the day when 
he was taken up, after he had given commands through 
the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. He 
presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many 
proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking 
about the kingdom of God. And while staying with them he 
ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for 
the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from 
me; for John baptised with water, but you will be baptised 
with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”
 So when they had come together, they asked him, 
“Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons 
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 at your hands 
 for the praise and glory of his name, 
 for our good, 
 and the good of all his holy Church.  

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 
Priest: We	offer	 sacrifice	now	 in	supplication,	O	Lord, to 
honour the wondrous Ascension of your Son: grant, we 
pray, that through this most holy exchange we, too, may 
rise up to the heavenly realms. Through Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Priest:  The Lord be with you.
People:  And with your spirit.
Priest:  Lift up your hearts.
People:  We lift them up to the Lord.
Priest:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:  It is right and just.

Priest: It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, Lord, holy 
Father, almighty and eternal God, through Christ our Lord. 
For after his Resurrection he plainly appeared to all his 
disciples and was taken up to heaven in their sight, that he 
might make us sharers in his divinity. Therefore, overcome 
with paschal joy, every land, every people exults in your 
praise and even the heavenly Powers, with the angelic 
hosts, sing together the unending hymn of your glory, as 
they acclaim:

All: Holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes 
  in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest.                
The people KNEEL

During this prayer, by the Word of God and the power of the 
Holy Spirit, the bread and wine become the Body and Blood of 
Christ.

After the Lord’s Words of Institution:

Priest:  The mystery of faith.
All:   We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
         and profess your Resurrection
        until you come again.
The People STAND

THE COMMUNION RITE
Priest:  At the Saviour’s command,
 and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven; 
 hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come. 
 Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation: 
 but deliver us from evil.
Priest:  Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil,
 graciously grant peace in our days,
  that by the help of your mercy 
 we may always be free from sin 
 and safe from all distress, 
 as we await the blessed hope 
 and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
All:  For the kingdom, the power,    
 and the glory are yours, now and forever.



that	the	Father	has	fixed	by	his	own	authority.	But	you	will	
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” And when he 
had said these things, as they were looking on, he was 
lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. And while 
they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men 
stood by them in white robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, 
why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who 
was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same 
way as you saw him go into heaven.”

 The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God

THE RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 129 (130)  
R.  God goes up with shouts of joy; 
     the Lord goes up with trumpet blast.

All peoples, clap your hands,
cry to God with shouts of joy!
For the Lord, the Most High, we must fear,
great king over all the earth. R.

God goes up with shouts of joy;
the Lord goes up with trumpet blast.
Sing praise for God, sing praise,
sing praise to our king, sing praise. R.

God is king of all the earth,
sing praise with all your skill.
God is king over the nations;
God reigns on his holy throne. R.

THE SECOND READING Ephesians 1:17-23 
A reading from the Letter of St Paul to the Ephesians.
 May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation 
in the knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts 
enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which 
he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance in the saints, snd what is the immeasurable 
greatness of his power toward us who believe, according 
to the working of his great might that he worked in Christ 
when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his 
right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and 
authority and power and dominion, and above every name 
that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to 
come. And he put all things under his feet and gave him as 
head over all things to the church, which is his body, the 
fullness	of	him	who	fills	all	in	all.

 The Word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Matthew 28:19-20
v. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
R.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
v.  Go, make disciples of all the nations;
 I am with you always; 
 yes, to the end of time.
R.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

THE GOSPEL Mark 16:15-20
Priest:    The Lord be with you.
People:   And with your spirit.
Priest:        A  Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark. 
People:   Glory to you, O Lord.

 Jesus said to his disciples: “Go into all the world 
and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation. Whoever 
believes and is baptised will be saved, but whoever does 
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not believe will be condemned. And these signs will 
accompany those who believe: in my name they will cast 
out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick 
up serpents with their hands; and if they drink any deadly 
poison, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the 
sick, and they will recover.” So then the Lord Jesus, after 
he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven and 
sat down at the right hand of God. And they went out and 
preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with them 
and	confirmed	the	message	by	accompanying	signs.	

Priest:   The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

HOMILY  The people SIT

NICENE CREED The people STAND
I believe in one God, 
the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 

I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven:
All bow:  and by the power of the Holy Spirit
   was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 
  and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son 
is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic Church. 
I confess one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward 
to the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
At the end of each bidding, silence is kept, followed by:
 Lord, hear us. 
People: Lord, graciously hear us.

At the end of the prayers:
People: Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

INVITATION TO PRAYER
Priest:  Pray, brothers and sisters, 
	 that	our	sacrifice	may	be	acceptable	to	God,	
 the almighty Father.
People:  May the Lord accept the sacrifice 


