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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF LITTLE OUSEBURN,  

KIRBY HALL & THORPE UNDERWOOD PARISH COUNCIL 
held on 21st November 2024 in the village hall at 7pm 

 
Present: Cllrs. D Smith (Chairman), A Sheldon, L Powell, C Bligh. A Kennerley (clerk), G Jackson (24/48) 
24/43 To receive apologies for absence. County Cllr. A Warneken 
 
24/44 It is with great sadness that the parish council notes the passing of Cllr. Smart and sends its condolences to 
his family. There is, accordingly, a vacancy on the parish council representing Little Ouseburn.  
 
24/45 To receive declarations of disclosable pecuniary interest on any matters of business. None 
  
24/46 The minutes of the meeting held on 9th September 2024 were approved and signed as a correct record. 
 
24/47 Public Participation: No members of the public present.  
 
24/48 To receive a report and update from G Jackson regarding the purchase of Lot 6 of the Kirby Hall Estate 
(Townend Field).  
Declaration to become a charity has been submitted and should be enacted in two to three weeks. Once this is in 
place, a bank account can be opened and donations can be received.   
Due to upcoming Christmas period, the committee asked the agents for a delay in making an offer until the New 
Year. However, another offer has been received, so time is not on its side, plus the price is likely to have increased.  
The hope for using the field as a biodiversity net gain for the development of Kirby Hall is no longer possible as the 
owners have given 8 acres to the developer.  
Legal fees will be £6000 (this was the cheapest quote) and a donation was requested from LOPC.  
LOPC had previously approved to donate once it could pay directly to the charity. It would discuss the amount 
during item 24/50 b). The PC also agreed to publicise the “Upper Ouse Conservation Trust” (UOCS) and assist in 
raising funds through the residents’ email and on noticeboards. The clerk also offered to publicise in Whixley.  
LOPC suggested contacting the other interested party regarding a coordinated purchase, with the UOCS obtaining 
the land for the school and the area nearer to the church. Perhaps this could be designated as an ASSI? 
Mr Jackson thanked the PC for their time and left the meeting at this point.  
 
24/49 To receive a report from County Councillor Warneken. Apologies given to the clerk. Nothing major to report.  
 
24/50 Finance:  

a) The cash book, bank balance and reconciliation was circulated prior to the meeting.  

Date Description Paid In Paid Out Balance

BALANCE 09-09-24 5816.73

02.10.24 DPC Clerks Wages Q2 763.92 5052.81

02.10.24 DPC Clerks expenses, inc printing and website 41.74 5001.07

31.10.24 CHG Bank Charges 0.70 5010.37

31.10.24 DPC Farm and Land Services 175.20 4835.17

13.11.24 DPC Poppy Wreath plus donation 30.00 4805.17

BALANCE 20-11-24 4805.17  
b) To set the precept for 2024/25. Reserves are very low. Once the budgeted invoices are paid for this year, 

there will be less than £3k in the bank. The PC does not wish to increase the precept any more than it has 
to, but to cover budgeted expenses plus donations to the upkeep of the churchyard and the UOCT, it   
approved an increase to £5350. It was approved to donate £350 to UOCT. Lack of reserves and no 
commuted sums prohibited it being higher.  

c) To approve to appoint White Rose Accounting to take over the payroll from 2025/26 @£60 per annum plus 
VAT. Approved. 
 

24/51 Planning – a) To note decisions made by LOPC and NYC since last meeting                       

ZC24/02796/FUL Proposed addition of 
windows and Juliet balcony to side 
elevation, 2 oak framed open porches, 2 
bay windows, solar panels, rooflights 
and flue with int. alterations. Moss Hill 
Farm, Moss Hill Lane, for Ms C Taylor 

NYC – Permission Granted 

ZC24/02379/PBR Prior notification for 
conversion of agricultural building to 
form one dwelling. Croft Barn, Back 
Lane for Mrs C Bligh 

NYC-Permission Granted 
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ZC24/02398/FUL Erection of agricultural 
Building for storage of straw and area of 
hardstanding to link building with 
existing yard. Carlton Farm, Frank Lane, 
Nun Monkton for Nun Monkton Estate 

NYC – Permission Granted 

ZC24/03007/FUL Change of use of 
agricultural field to a 5-caravan camp 
site with a permanently located 
motor home, information shed, bin 
storage, washing facilities, polytunnel, 
storage containers, and the planting of a 
small wood. 
Land Comprising Field At 444900 
458692 Rudgate, Whixley 
For Mr Tim Rennie 

B: The Parish Council objects: 

Visibility 
The caravan site would not be in keeping with the countryside aesthetic. 
It would be far too visible and although plans for planting are included, a 
mature woodland would take 20-40 years to grow sufficiently to hide the 
site.  
Access: 
Access to the field is via a very narrow road (also used as access to 
Whixley Cricket Club), which is unsuitable for vehicles towing caravans. 
The site lines via the B6265 from Rudgate, Whixley will become 
compromised due to the proposed woodland, on what is already a 
difficult junction. 
Information shed: 
More information required. Any building should be covenanted to 
prevent future conversion.  
Future growth: 
Concern that this application could be the start of much larger caravan 
park and permanent residence.  
Harrogate District Plan: 
The Harrogate District Local Plan, states in paragraph 4.35: "Camping 
and caravan developments can be particularly intrusive in the open 
countryside. As such they deserve special consideration in areas of 
high-quality landscape. All caravan, camping and holiday chalet 
developments must demonstrate that they will not cause an adverse 
harm to, or be prominent in, the landscape. There is nothing to suggest 
this won’t be the case. 
Lack of details: 
What are the caravans for?  
Are they static, owned or rented? Permanent or temporary?  
Will they require infrastructure going well beyond the facilities required 
for a mere campsite certificate? 
What is the justification for a “permanent mobile home”?  Is it a pre-
cursor to a permanent residence? 
LOPC notes there are no reserved matters.  

 
24/52 Clerk’s notes (need no approval)   

1. The poor condition of the footpath on Main Street, especially at the B6265 end of the village was reported 
to highways with supporting photos 05.06.24. Clerk to chase this up with Highways as the markings have 
now worn away. 

2. Broken gate on public footpath back of Main Street, reported to NYC Paths 10.10.24 
3. The poor condition of Tippets Lane, Thorpe Underwoods was reported to Area6 18.10.24. The reply 

“Location under investigation. Engineers are aware of road condition and signage has been put out to warn 
road users.”  
This was first reported October 2023 and cones and markings were put in place. Over the year, these have 
fallen into the verge or worn away. All that has happened this time is that the signs and cones have been 
pulled out of the verge and repositioned. Clerk to request a more constructive response. 

 
24/53 To note all relevant correspondence received was circulated by the clerk to the PC and the residents’ email 
where appropriate. 
 
24/54 The next meeting will be on 13th February at 7pm. 
 
In addition:  
The PC expressed sympathy with the owners of Lilac Cottage and flooding issues. It discussed historical flooding 
and possible reasons why it is now worse since the houses were built. Clerk to update the owner and County Cllr. 
Warneken with the PC’s thoughts.  
Blue recycling bins - residents have asked when these will be distributed to the village. At present, NYC are awaiting 
a new delivery so no time scale can be given. The clerk has a supply of weighted blue bags if needed.  
Generator noise off Carr Lane – Neighbour should report in first instance then PC can follow up.  
Land under the notice board on Main Street. Could this be levelled and sown with wild flowers and grasses? Cllr. 
Sheldon to enquire further.  
Concern that there is a permanent residence at the field off Rudgate/ B6265 before planning application has been 
decided. Clerk to follow up.  
 
The meeting closed at 20.34 


