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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH 
COUNCIL OF 

LITTLE OUSEBURN, KIRBY HALL & THORPE UNDERWOOD 
held on 23rd May 2024 in the village hall,  

following the  
Annual Parish Meeting at 7pm 

 
Present: Cllrs. D Smith, A Sheldon, J Hawkins, C Bligh. A Kennerley (clerk) 
24/15 To elect the Chairman of the Council and receive the Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office. It 
was approved that Cllr. Smith be Chairman. Declaration of Acceptance signed. 
 
24/16 To elect the Vice Chairman. It was approved that Cllr. Sheldon be Vice-Chairman 
 
24/17 To receive apologies for absence: County Cllr. A Warneken 
 
24/18 To receive declarations of disclosable pecuniary interest on any matters of business. None 
 
24/19 To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 15th February 2024. The minutes were approved and 
signed as a correct record.  

 
24/20 Public Participation: No members of the public present. 
 
24/21 
Finance:  

a) To note that LOPC is exempt from External Audit for 2023-24. Noted. LOPC is exempt from external 
audit as its annual turnover does not exceed £25,000. 

b) To note the Annual Audit Report for 2023-24 of the Annual Governance Accountability Return 
(AGAR). Noted  

c) To approve the Annual Governance Statement 2023-24 of the AGAR. Approved and signed 
accordingly. 

d) To approve the Accounting Statements 2023-24 of the AGAR. Approved and signed accordingly. 
e) To approve the publication of documents required by Accounts and Audit Regulations, the Local Audit 

Regulations, and the Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities. Approved. 
f) The cash book, bank balances and reconciliation plus payments and receipts since last meeting were 

circulated prior to the meeting.  

Date 
 

Description Paid In Paid Out Balance 
  

BALANCE 15-02-24 
  

2400.10 

14/02/2024 CHP Final transfer from HSBC 0.86 
 

2400.96 

22/02/2024 DPC Farm and Land Services Ltd.  
 

72.00 2328.96 

26/03/2024 DPC Clerk's Expenses (including website renewal) 
 

133.47 2195.49 

26/03/2024 DPC Clerk's Wages 4th Quarter 
 

763.92 1431.57 

28/03/2024 CHG Bank Charges 
 

23.14 1408.43 

03/04/2024 IBP Bank Charges rescinded 21.74 
 

1430.17 

17/04/2024 BAC HMRC VAT reclaim 1481.68 
 

2911.85 

30/04/2024 BAC NYC Precept 4465.00 
 

7376.85 

20/04/2024 CHG Bank Charges 
 

0.70 7376.15 

20/04/2024 DPC Internal Audit 
 

50.00 7326.15 

20/04/2024 DPC Bramley Acc. PAYE 
 

60.00 7266.15 

21/04/2024 DPC Farm and Land Services Ltd.  
 

168.00 7098.15 
  

BALANCE 23-05-24 
  

7098.15 
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g) To approve the Council Insurance Policy renewal. The clerk had obtained 3 quotes. Following 
professional advice from the Chairman, it was approved to go with the improved quote from Zurich @ 
£352.94  

h) To approve the Risk Assessment, which includes moving the VAS. (Chairman to sign). Approved and 
signed accordingly. 

i) To review the Council Asset Register. Approved. 
j) Banking charges are now in force. Clerk negotiated a refund of £21.74 from HSBC transfer 
k) To consider a contribution towards the upkeep of the churchyard. Each cut costs £82 plus VAT (8 cuts). It 

was approved to donate the cost of two cuts (£164). The PC would consider a larger contribution next year, 
once this donation had been included in the 2024/25 budget.  

  
24/22 Planning –  

a) To note decisions made by LOPC and NYC since last meeting                       

ZC24/00323/FUL: Erection of rear first floor 
balcony extension and realignment of 
retaining wall. Watergate, Thorpe 
Underwood,YO26 9ST for Mr and Mrs 
Sinclair 

A: The Parish Council has no objections. 

 

APPROVED BY NYC 

ZC24/00483/FUL: Replacement Dwelling. 
The Bungalow, Thorpe Green Lane, YO26 
9SP for Mrs P D Crowther  

A: The Parish Council has no objections. 

PERMISSION GRANTED BY NYC 

NY/2022/0208/ENV Erection of an 
Asphalt plant, site office cabin, welfare 
Storage area with car parking, aggregate 
storage bays. Widening of internal access road, 
blast wall/acoustic barrier. Removal of trees.  
Land at Allerton Waste recovery park. 

 

Although not a designated consultee on this application, LOPC 

objected, endorsing the detailed reasons given by KHPC:  

“It is clear from the response submitted by the Environment 

Agency that there are many issues which the application has 

failed to address properly, in particular the risk of contamination to 

aquifers. This represents a risk to public health in surrounding 

villages and is an obvious concern for residents. The apparent 

failure properly to engage with the Environment Agency by a 

business which will inevitably produce significant amounts of 

waste and which proposes to build on contaminated land does 

not inspire confidence in the application. This ought to have been 

a priority. 

 
Along with KHPC, LOPC is aware of views that emissions from 

the proposed asphalt plant will be toxic and represent a risk to 

public health. Without wishing to add to the rhetoric around this 

issue, we would, nevertheless, wish to see more persuasive, fact-

based evidence that the measures proposed by the applicant to 

prevent any substantive risk to public health are adequate. At 

present we do not feel that this has been demonstrated in a way 

that answers the reasonable concerns of nearby residents" 

ZC24/00739/TPO Crown reduction by 2.4m to 
formalise and contain growth, and reshape to 
balance 1no. Blue Atlas Cedar tree (T1) and 
reduce height by 3.6m and lateral prune of 1no. 
Lawson Cypress tree (T2) of Tree. Broadlands 
Bungalow, Main Street. 

A: The Parish Council has no objections. 

TPO NO 24/00009/TPORDR Broadlands 
Bungalow Main Street. 1 Cypress, 1 Blue Atlas 
Cedar 

This TPO has been approved 

ZC23/04489/LB and ZC23/04488/FUL 
Conversion of two barns into two dwellings with 
double garage. Demolition of two unlisted 
barns. New track and driveway. Low Farm, 
Thorpe Underwood for Mr Sampson 

PERMISSION GRANTED BY NYC 

 
24/23 VAS Update – Cllr. Hawkins met with D. Griffiths of NYC regarding siting of an additional pole for the 
VAS 11th April. NYC suggests the verge opposite Sloethorne Farm. The PC approved that the clerk contacts 
the owners (on behalf of the PC) of the adjoining property regarding their thoughts on a VAS outside their 
home before proceeding further. If the owners have no issues, then the clerk will contact County Cllr. 
Warneken with a request for a donation towards the cost of a pole (£500). Data from the VAS is to be 
analysed for the next meeting and it was suggested that the VAS be turned around.  
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24/24 Clerk’s notes (need no approval)   

1. A request to NYC to clear the gullies along Main Street and Church Lane was made 4.9.23. These are 
done on a rota basis and in the scheme of works. Following the wet weather, clerk once again requested 
that these gullies be cleared. 2.4.24. The PC did not believe the gullies had been cleared since 2015. Clerk 
to keep asking NYC. Cllr. Sheldon offered to take more photos as many are completely blocked.  

2. Cllr. Smith and the clerk attended a meeting on behalf of LOPC between  Ouseburn Division parish 
councils and Area6 on 29th February. The aim was to establish how best to work together and for Area6 to 
explain how works are prioritised and actioned. 

3. Sinkhole B6265 reported for the tenth time 3.3.24 
4. The light outside Broomfield Cottages, twisted by the storms, has been reported. REPAIRED  
5. Clerk reported overgrown sightlines, junction Score Ray Lane/B6265. CLEARED 

 
In addition, Cllr. Sheldon wished to report that one of the trees outside Broomfield Cottages is completely over-
shadowed by a larger maple. Clerk to contact the aboreal officer at NYC.  
The poor condition of the footpath on Main Street, especially at the B6265 end of the village was to be reported to 
highways. Cllr. Sheldon to take accompanying photos.   
 
Cllr. Smith wished to report that the Open Gardens on 19th May was a great success. Over 550 tickets were sold for 
the event and takings on the day from the many stalls (including raffle, tombola, plant stall, cake stall), hot dogs, 
teas at the village hall, the Green Man Trail and the Classic Cars amounted to £9250. Many thanks to all those who 
volunteered and helped to make the event such a success.  

 

24/25 To note correspondence received and circulated by the clerk. 
1. Bulletins and updates from HBC and NYC  
2. 20’s Plenty updates circulated 
3. Relevant information sent out on the residents’ email. 

 
24/26 The date and time of the next meeting is provisionally the 5th September at 7pm.  
 

 


