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Chairman- Sue Parham

Your Committee

The committee exists to serve the club
to look out for the clubs interests and
to make decisions on behalf of the clubl reasurer- Edgar Playfoot

and its members. Press Officer- Luke Bridges
Each committee member has volun-  Chris Hawkins

teered and been elected by the mem-
bership at the AGM

Vice Chairman John Hawkins

Secretary- Tom Parham

Chris Williams

. , Jack Ruler
We are your committee, if you would
like a point raised, either write/email toAmMy Bridges
Tom, or talk to one of us and we can Richard FauveHoward

raise an issue on your behalf. ) )
Martin Parham President

Cover photo: The Return of the Enterprise, with many thanks to Tom M
and Tom P for their long hours put into the chassis and boHeamy any-
one else who contributed along the way.
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Lukeds Spot

l'tds the end of another year at the cl
ing work and a good running season.

For me, this winter looks like spending plenty of time working on the planning ap
plications for the Gaugel/SM32 and Ground Level tracks, and somewhere findin
the time to put Pollyds boiler back on

Trojan has developed quite a hard knock somewhere, more noticeable in full gea
than notched up, but loud enough to warrant investigation before hard running
again. She also needs all valves and clacks cleanintpateining or straight replac-
ing. Boiler wise, and steaming wise she is just as crazy as ever as still wants to |
her own wheels off given a chance.

Polly on the other hand is now more or less mechanically sortedt at least
enough to get the boiler back on. She still needs plumbing work, cab sheets clea
ing or repainting and final reassembly but we are firmly on the home straight.

We have incorporated a lot that we learned with Trojan, set the valves with the
running height lowered, Kordina in the exhaust with a multi nozzle and chimney
arrangement along the Lempor lines. She also has a water heater also known as
economiser to try out that passes the water pipes from the axle pump through th
smokebox and partly down the forward end of the superheater flue. She also has
an increase in steam chest volume so that each one is now equal to the swept v
ume of the pistons in the cylinder, lightened slide valves by removaasded

metal from the top corners adding to the increase in steam chest volume.

Time will tell how well any of this worked but all of the modifications are easily
reversible due to the underlying simplicity of the Polly design.

Bantam Cock needs its boiler off again, it sprung a leak somewhere in the combi
tion chamber but cannot see where with it on the chassis.

Then who knows whatds next, probably t
works on Tich then her Railmotor.

Iltds a seemingly never ending I|list to
ing from one thing to the next to keep busy.

Join our members page ddcebook.com/groups/Maidstonemes
And like our public page dtacebook.com/maidstonemes
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facebook.com/groups/Maidstonemes
facebook.com/maidstonemes

At the park

General Works- Jack Ruler & Chris Williams

Steaming bays have been repainted and drains cleared out. The station fenc
has also been repainted. Under the bench outside the toilets has
been tidied to store the track cleaner better. The compressor gasket had

split again and has been repaired by the treasurer.

Public Running Sue Parham & Richard FauMeiward

We limped through, struggling to fill rolls and posts

Safety John Hawkins

Following an incident where a trolley was used after derailing but missing a
bearing- any trolley involved in an incident should beinspected prior to

reuse. We are attempting to arrange a basic first aid course for members.

Permanent Way Chris Williams & Martin Parham

The beams have been renumbered. The track had a good clean on BH Mon
day, wil/l l ook to modify <c¢cleaning
Need to cast 2 short beams in the winter as some beams are deteriorating

badly.
Fuel & Club Locos Chris Hawkins & John Hawkins

Please report any issues to a committee member.

Enterprise -Bot h Tomds has worked to ret

few faults have been noted and being rectified. A lot of work has been car-

ried out on the chassis and regulator which now seals properly. Now ready

for use.

Dorris - Nothing to report

Frenchie - In testing but confidence is high, a short set of starting and driv-
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ing instructions are being written, to be rewired.
Gertie - Running as well as it does, an issue had occurred with the clutch,

which has been rectified and a new acquired.

Rolling Stock Amy & Luke Bridges

Trolley 18/19, one of the bogies has been taken away for repairs. Trolley
12/13 has been adjusted to prevent the bogie from dropping off. Trolley 5/¢
had had a pin drop out from the brake linkage. Trolley 3 had had its brake
looked at as it was rubbing on the track, a build up of crud on top allowed i
to lift more. Maurice has been working on his trolleys. An early trolley in-
spection has been carried out to identify work requiredhost require

something however minor.

Enterprise delivered back ready to goTom Parham
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Boiler Testing- Tom Parham

It has been a while since the last reminder of what is required for boiler
testing at the club, therefore here is a quick description of the process and
what i s expected from the owneré

l A loco boiler ready for hydraulic testingTom Parham ]

Firstly, a reminder that as with every aspect of the club, the boiler testers
are all volunteers and may have other things which they are planning to do
on any given day at the club, with maintenance or running their own loco,
therefore it is only polite to ask in advance for a test. Contact details will
be at the end of this article. | know sometimes things are last minute, so if
you do turn up on the off chance of a test, be prepared that there may not
be a tester available.

All tests require two boiler testers, or one tester with a witness.



The test é

Through the life of a boiler there are three types of test, Shell test, Hy-
draulic retest, steam test é

For all tests, the boiler should be stamped with a unique boiler number.

In addition to the requirements below, a boiler should have a written
scheme of examination. Any previous certificates and the WSOE should |
presented to the inspectors at the start of the test.

Shell test

The shell test is a hydraulic test carried out on a new boiler, or one whict
has been repaired/modified. This test generally consists of the bare boile
hydraulically tested to twice working pressure. The boiler should be pre-
sented fully blanked, with the exception of one fitting being adapted to
provide a ¥ x 40 male thread, ready for the club test pump to be connect
ed.

Hydraulic repeat test

The hydraulic repeat test is carried out at least every 4 years, and consis
of a hydraulic test to one and a half times working pressure. This should
be carried out with all fixtures and fittings attached to the boiler, with the
exception of the safety valves, and the pressure gauge if it does not read
to a high enough pressure. The complete model should be presented witl
the safety valves removed or gagged, a port on the boiler adapted to pro-
vide a ¥ x 40 thread to fit the club pump, and if removed, the pressure
gauge should be provided with an adaptor for testing, although this could
be by replacing on the boiler and pressurising the boiler.

Steam test

This initially consists of testing calibration of the pressure gauge against
the club test pump, and a visual inspection around the cold loco.

Following this, the owner may steam the loco, at which point the loco will
be fully checked. This includes, setting and release of safety valves, ope!
tion of water gauges, operation of all water feeds (a minimum of 2 should
be operational, any that do not operate will be noted on the certificate), a
look in the smokebox with the loco in mid gear and regulator open to



check for leaks, and a club requirement is to check the whistle, as any locc
running on our track requires a whistle.

The boiler testers will guide you through the process, however it is appre-
ciated if the loco is presented in a tidy condition, ready for test.

Boiler testers

Martin Parhamd 07802 366777

Tom Parhamd 07754 281280

Edgar Playfood 07598 783540

Bernie Whited 01634 841899

Witnesses

Luke Bridgesd 07445 030434 luke.bridges@gmail.com
Christopher Hawkinsd 07463 504013

John Hawkin® 07578 969229 Martins 7 1/ 46
Chris Williamsd 07710 716381 - Tom Parham
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Model Railway Enthusiasts
Dominic Windram- PoemHunter.com

Cranky collectors and creators
Of a curious miniature world;
Dedicated to correct design;
Disciples of detail; colour and shade;
Driven by a childlike wonder of
Scaled down stations and handmade wagons.

Pedantic problem solvers engaged
In this surreal, microcosmic world;
Of cool, clockwork regularity;

Of quiescent tracks bordered by trees;
Of steam, diesel, electric engines;
Where finely painted passengers are
Always gently (ever so gently)
Depicted browsing newspapers;
Where commuters with stiff upper lips;
Patiently wait on pristine platforms;
Where sheep are forever grazing;
Fluffy white in evergreen fields;
Where the sun streams from the blue heavens;
Bathing everything in golden light.

Lost steam age of Albion that throbs
Longingly in fading memories;
Nostalgic dreaming for a time;
That never really was in truth;

A semblance of order for those so

Woefully out of tune and out of step

With the spirit of modern times.

It's a chance to play God for a while.



The Gravesend Model Marine
and Engineering Society

Patricia Filley. 01474-363823

4 Palmer Avenue,

Gravesend, Kent.
DA12 5NG

Email: triciafilley@hotmail.com

GRAVESEND MODEL AND MARINE ENGINEERING
SOCIETY INVITATION DAY

ON SATURDAY 14th JUNE 2025
AT THONG LANE GRAVESEND

I am writing to inform you of the above event and extend a cordial invitation to any of
your members and families who would like to visit us on the 14™ June 2025.

Anyone wishing to bring a loco (usual Boiler Certificate/Insurance requirements), or just
come for a ‘day out’ to chat with old friends. you would be most welcome. We anticipate that
activities will start at about 10.00 am. and continue until dusk. Coal / steam oil / treated water /
trolleys will be available and a 12V DC. Supply for blowers is provided in the steaming bays.
The 3% / 5” gauge raised track is some 1200’ in length and is located in the grounds of the
Cascades Leisure Centre, Thong Lane, Gravesend, DA12 4L.G with easy vehicle access for
unloading.

For those with traction engines interests, the large car park adjacent to the track site
offers a (reasonably) flat area for a steam up.

We would be grateful if you could mention us in your newsletter and at your
club meeting. In addition to the usual supply of tea and biscuits, we will be providing a
buffet lunch for all our visitors. From about 15.00 onwards we will be running a
Barbecue (weather permitting) and we would be delighted if any visitors would like to
join us.
A large pool for members or kids who wish to bring along any remote-control boats, or
have a go at steering our new club tug, plus other activities for any kids who attend. We
will also be holding a raffle.

We look forward to seeing you.

Yours sincerely Tricia Filley (Hon Secretary)
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A date for your diary

Tonbridge Model Engineering Society
Invite you to our open day
On Saturday 12" July 2025
Where we will be celebrating
the 200" Anniversary

of the first steam train running.

10.00 am till 5.00 pm.
Refreshments & a BBQ lunch provided.

The Slade, Tonbridge, Kent TN9 1HR

tonbridgemes@gmail.com
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