Sonntag, 19. Juli 2026

The five Tribes stand in firm opposition
to the Trump administration’s decision to
nearly eliminate Bears Ears National Monument.

Dear Friends,

On Monday, President Trump issued a proclamation reducing Bears Ears
National Monument by approximately 91%, from 1.36 million acres to about
121,096 acres. The proclamation also terminates the Bears Ears Commission, changes
the framework for Tribal participation in Monument management, and reopens lands
removed from the Monument to mineral leasing and mining after 60 days, subject to
applicable law. These decisions were made without meaningful consultation
with the Tribal Nations whose cultural, spiritual, and historical ties to Bears Ears
span countless generations. You can read the full proclamation here.

As many of you process this news, we know there is grief, frustration, uncertainty, and
concern throughout our community. Through every change in federal policy, one
thing has remained constant: the Tribes have never stopped caring for, stewarding,
and protecting Bears Ears. Bears Ears has always been, first and foremost, a living
cultural landscape. The relationship between the Tribes and these lands does
not begin or end with any single political action.

The Coalition and Commission Response

The Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition was created because protecting Bears Ears has
always required long-term commitment beyond changing political administrations.
Our work is rooted in the enduring leadership, knowledge, and stewardship of the five
Coalition Tribes.

The Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition, representing the Hopi Tribe, Navajo Nation,
Ute Mountain Ute Tribe, the Ute Indian Tribe of Uintah and Ouray and the Zuni
Tribe, remains resolute in our mission to defend Bears Ears and the deep cultural,
historical, and spiritual meaning it holds for our peoples. We stand in firm
opposition to the Trump administration’s decision to nearly eliminate
Bears Ears National Monument. This action disregards the leadership and
recommendations of the Tribal Nations that advocated for Bears Ears' protection and
undermines the collaborative management framework that recognized their unique
relationship with these sacred lands.

The Bears Ears Commission, established under Presidential Proclamation 10285 and
restored to its collaborative management responsibilities under Presidential
Proclamation 9558, was a critical mechanism for Tribal participation in the
stewardship of Bears Ears. The Commission has released the following statement:
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Read the Bears Ears Commission Press Release

Stay Connected

We will continue to share updates as we review the impacts of this proclamation and
work alongside Tribal Leadership. In the meantime, you can:

Read the full proclamation

Read the Bears Ears Commission statement

Follow the Coalition on social media for future updates

Donate to continue to support our work in this especially critical time

Our Commitment Continues
While this announcement is significant, it does not change who we are or why
we do this work.

The Coalition will continue supporting Tribal stewardship, strengthening Indigenous
leadership in land management, protecting cultural resources, investing in future
generations, and working alongside our partners to care for Bears Ears and beyond.

We are deeply grateful for this community. Your support has helped sustain Tribal-led
stewardship, education, and conservation efforts, and your commitment reminds us
that we are not alone in this work.

Thank you for standing with the five Coalition Tribes. We remain steadfast in
our commitment to Bears Ears and to the people who have cared for these lands since
time immemorial.

Ahéhee' - Kwakwhay - Askwali - Elahkwa - Tog'oiak' - Thank You

We are grateful to walk with you,

Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition
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